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Dear Beloved Friends, 
 
It’s a new year!  And here is our new look for our prayer 
letter!  It is indicative of changes taking place here at 
FamilyLife with a fresh look and great opportunities! 
 
There is much to be excited about this year!  Aileen and I 
pray you had a wonderful Christmas time!  Ours was full 
and different!  We had our daughter Jenny, with two  
grandsons, here for a month!  It was great to have James 
for a week too! 
 
Starting Christmas day, we have been in the ER three 
times with Aileen’s mom.  So glad to report 
she is on the mend now. 
 
As we look at this year, we look in anticipation 
of what God will do.  Here are a few projects 
we are working on: 
 
· Praise God that funding has been found 

for the first year of putting “FamilyLife  
Today” into Spanish for Latin, South 
America and the U.S.  Please pray that 
the right voices will be found. 

 
· Evaluation of the largest missionary  

marriage survey ever conducted and preparation for  
meeting with mission executives in February. 

  
· Designing a plan and funding proposals for helping 

25,000 attend FamilyLife conferences in East Africa.  
More details to come! 

 
· Going to Berlin for Western Europe Advisory Board 

meetings in March, followed by trainings in Kenya. 
 
· The “Mission’s Suitcase” for FamilyLife HomeBuilders’ 

church mission trips is being field tested with mission 
trips this coming summer. 

 
· Preparing a presentation for a potential major donor’s 

visit in March. 
 
· Strategic planning for the next 18 months! 
 
We are also excited because we sense a greater focus on 
reaching the world here at FamilyLife!  Our new vision 
statement of “Every Home a Godly Home” is changing 
thinking and many of the above projects are because 
FamilyLife’s leadership is so serious about the “Every.”   

 
To help every home be a godly home, FamilyLife and our 
Global Outreach (GO) Department wants to do four things 
as the diagram shows: 
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and radio.  (GO has been doing this 
since 1992 but we are expanding radio 
and internet strategies.) 
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has a new training for pastors called the 
“Minister’s Module: build your marriage, 
build your congregation, and reach your 
community  and FamilyLife is develop-
ing “LifeReady” strategy and curriculum 
for churches.) 
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has always wanted to engage folks in helping others.  
FamilyLife’s new website being rolled out in February 4th 
will be a great resource for you and your friends.  (GO is 
also giving more attention to training volunteers and  
discipleship of volunteers.) 
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� FamilyLife has “Hope for Orphans” 
to increase the awareness in churches and stimulate  
networking of individuals and groups to address the need 
for helping orphans and encouraging adoptions.  Future 
plans included a desire to help battered and abused 
women who may also be single parents. 
 
Thank you for praying and standing with us to see every 
home be a godly home! 
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Partnering with individuals, churches, 
and organizations with a vision and 

passion for marriage and family. 



we are all about ... 

Developing Nationals and National Teams:   
Poland 

 
National leadership 
and volunteer devel-
opment is what we are 
all about.  So we get 
really excited when 
our partners build na-
tional teams.  Wieslaw 
a n d  M a g d a l e n a 
Grabowscy are the 
FamilyLife directors for Poland and they write:  
 
 “For a long time we have been dreaming, praying, 
and thinking about a special event for the volunteers 
who have been involved in our ministry.  They live in 
different parts of Poland, they are members of different 
churches, and they have different jobs. 

…Magda then presented all of our materials and 
our newest product, a one-day evangelistic marriage 
seminar that we are calling ‘Together as a Team.’  Clos-
ing our time together, Wiesiek presented our new focus 
that emphasizes movements everywhere.  He talked 
about the present situation in Polish families and gave a 

Godly Marriages and Families- 
Changed Lives: Kenya 

 
Our FamilyLife Directors for Kenya, James and Chao 
Wanje tell us about the dramatic change of one marriage:  
 
It was 10 am, the kids had gone to bed and we were up 
finishing up some work.  The door bell rung!  We have 
never had guests at such late hours, especially the unex-
pected guests.  I, James, went to open the door.  And 
there she was, covered in tears, she could not talk, I did 
not know what to do or say.  I let her in and she made her 
way to the sitting room, where Chao was sitting.  I, Chao, 
saw her coming.  She looked weak and could barely make 
her last steps to where I was.  She fell on my shoulders 
and sobbed uncontrollably.  I let her cry, prayed about 
God-knew-what!   
 
When she finally came around, she told us of her fight with 
her husband.  When he could take it no more, he pinned 
her against the wall and started pouncing on her.  What 
saved her was their 10-year old who come to see what all 
the commotion was all about.  He demanded that she 
leave and not return home.  She did not know where to go, 
she did not have a single cent with her.  She flagged a 
cab, that’s how she found herself at our home. 
 
After visiting with the couple for a while, we recommended 
HomeBuilders for them.  They joined ours!  Oh what a 
story!!  They are now building their marriage together.  I, 
James, visit with him and get updates about their chal-
lenges and how the Lord has used HomeBuilders to re-
store their marriage.  About a year ago, they were close to 
the DIVORCE word, they are now full engaged in the  
DEVOTION word!” 

clear challenge to each of our volunteer  
couples to be our local representatives for 
our ministry…. 

  God’s handiwork was evident in the 
lives of the thirty-nine volunteers present.” 
One of those volunteer couples wrote:  
 “I think this meeting was really 
needed, and I am happy I could be here.  
It showed me new possibilities of working 
with couples.  What was important to us 
was to hear of others’ experiences and 
sharing of difficulties so we can learn to 
better organize and serve others during 
conferences in the future.  It is important 
to know that we are not alone in this…” 


