A “World of Opportunity”

A letter from Howard & Aileen Ostendorff

April 14, 2008

Dear Beloved Friends,

THANK YOU FOR PRAYING FOR OUR TRIP! Our travel
and ministry could not have been more God-blessed!
We came home on March 28" to James and Jenny and
our two grandsons at our home! Between catching up at
work, jetlag, and time with them, the days have flown.

We flew to Berlin on March 6th due to a cancelled flight on
the 5th to meet with our key leaders in W. Europe. Ministry
is difficult in post-Christian Europe and our times

together encourage these leaders to be innovative and
persevering to build movements of godly families. Here
are a couple of highlights:

FamilyLife’s growth in Germany is expanding through a
partnership with the “Gesprecks Forum” (Speaking Forum)
as they have adopted FamilyLife as an outreach. Based in
30 cities, this group has helped many business people
come to faith for the last 20+ years.

Our partners in the U.K. have
published ‘Together”. It is
their own introductory study of
FamilyLife principles as a
couples study. Similar to our
HomeBuilders, it is geared to
British  non-Christians who
have little biblical knowledge.
We encourage our partners to
adapt to cultural needs and
we congratulate Mark and
. Christine (left) for their hard
work. Mark was an IBM executive before joining our staff.

We then flew to Nairobi, our home for 16 years. Thank you
for praying for Kenya as it struggles for peace. The recent
electoral and tribal difficulties have startled many
Christians by the violence and

tribal animosity. Despite the trou-

bles we were never in danger and

our trainings went well!

Twenty-four attended our
“Movement Maker” training and it
included two of our former stu-
dents at the Nairobi International
School of Theology NIST). We
taught at the Nairobi International
School of Theology from 1980-
1999.

The new Campus Crusade for Christ National Director
(below) and his wife came to our training. He closed the
il training by saying:

“We have personally bene-
fited from the Weekend to
Remember for my own
marriage. | have always
thought of FamilyLife as an
event ministry. As a result
of this training | now realize
it is a discipleship multiply-
ing movement which can be
used to reach an entire

| country!”

NIST also has a new principal, Emmanuel, who was one
of our students. | spoke during chapel and challenged the
school to become a center for “marriage and family.” Later
Emmanuel made a point of having dinner with us and told
us he wanted the school to partner with FamilyLife! Yea!

One night as we made a late night run to a super-market,
we met another former NIST student who is an associate
pastor of one of the largest churches in Nairobi. He told us
that he shortly will become the senior pastor of one of its
daughter churches. So | challenged him to take the lead in
“ministering to his own marriage, his own congregation and
reaching out to his new community” by using FamilyLife.
His response was:

“You don't have
to convince me.
Please contact
me. Just this
week I've been
trying to reconcile
a key lay leader in
our church who
has separated
from his wife.
There are so many
needs!”
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Aileen recorded several hours of radio on “Wives Roles
and Responsibilities in Marriage” along with our Family-
Life’s coordinator’s wife, Chao, and a businesswoman
volunteer, Chiru (on right). The plan was to “air” these
programs after a “live” broadcast on “respecting your
husband” that would set up the pre-recorded shows. But
the producer

cancelled the

programs

when she

learned that

some of the

program was

on sexual inti-

macy. Ugh!

Healthy teach-

ing is so

needed in

Kenya and the “silence of the church” is hard to explain.
Chao plans to produce the CD’s for use for ministry though!

The Movement Maker training in Uganda began on Palm
Sunday afternoon. When we arrived at Entebbe Airport for
the hour ride to Kampala, our host was cautious about the
numbers of trainees we would have because it was a busy
day for Christians. They invited 30 and hoped 15 would
come. To his and our surprise, the meeting room kept fill-
ing up and we had 42 including several key pastors in
Kampala! Wow! To our delight, two of the key pastors
were alumni of NIST. What an encouragement to see the
lasting fruit of those

years!

Monday was a workday
so we had to continue
our training at night.
Not expecting a good
turn-out, we were
amazed to have 38 of
the 42 back!

85% of our trainees in

Kenya and Uganda had already been involved with Home-
Builders studies! We believe that this is the best way to
build healthy movements in both countries.

Our next stop was a middle eastern country to visit Sara
and Allen for some vacation. It was delightful to see them
doing so well in their new home. We were impressed with
their language learning and the friends that they have
made since October.

Our vacation included a trip to “Petra.” Forever etched in
our memory is a donkey ride from the ravine, where the
“Treasury” is, to the top to see the “Monastery.” Most of it
was up very narrow steps! Scary!

We also met with a colleague of Sara and Allen’s who has
a heart for families and he wanted to know how he and his
wife could work with FamilyLife. Finally we spent time with
the FamilyLife Directors for the country. Great to

connect with them! Please pray for this couple as it is
difficult to raise finances in this country.

Every country has a
“you have to see this
photo!”

There is a world of opportunity to help every home be a
godly home! Thank you for your eternal investments as
you partner with us financially and in your prayers! You are
making a difference! God Bless You!
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