“Ever wish you could
‘bottle’ a day?”

A letter from Howard & Aileen Ostendorff

July 6, 2008

Dear Beloved Friends,

Do you every wish you could bottle a day? | had one of
those days a few days ago and | just wanted to share it
with you. Yes, you just got a letter from us last month but
this is too good to wait!

Thursday morning started at 6 am with a great quiet time!
(more on that later) and a run on the treadmill while
listening to a podcast of John Piper speaking on God’s
purpose in trials (I could apply it to our situation with
David).

...a quick shower and breakfast and off to the office for our
prayer with my staff. During the sharing time, one of my
staff reported great news! He had written to the Campus
Crusade Director of Affairs for French-speaking Africa and
he requested a day to do a FamilyLife seminar for the
Crusade national directors and their wives at their up-
coming meetings. The response was that one day was not
enough time and that they needed part of five days to
minister to these leaders! Praise the Lord for the up-
coming ministry to these leaders and how that will help
accelerate movements in those countries!

Then my assistant and | went off to an hour-long meeting
with Robert Lewis. Robert is an author (Rocking the
Roles, Raising a Modern Day Knight) and has been a
leading pastor in the US as well as here in Little Rock for

r , 30 years. He has also developed a
global ministry called “Men’s
Fraternity”, a ministry to men. During
the last year, Robert began working
four days a week with FamilyLife to
help churches through a pro-active
strategy, along with web-based training
and video resources, to prepare
couples, parents, and teens to embrace
God’s best for their marriages and
families. It also will include training for teenagers in “life”
skills and understanding what it means to be a man or
women!

We met with Robert to “pick his brain” on global ministry to
churches and pastors as well as to get feedback on recent
materials our Global Department has developed! Rich
pearls of wisdom were gained from his experience and his
dissertation which was on small group effectiveness!

Next- a
meeting with
the leadership
of our “Studio”
department
which
includes
radio. We
have worked
together to
develop the
Hispanic
FamilyLife
Today Radio
program that | mentioned last month. The purpose of this
meeting was to lay out a plan for launching this program on
US stations! Requests are already coming in and one
Hispanic internet station plans to air it 4 times a day. We
are all aware that we better be ready to provide the
Hispanic website, products and resources when people
respond for help! Please pray for this project !

FamilyLife Studios VP, Mike Clowers

While meetings don'’t usually excite me, the next meeting
was with our VP for Internet. Over the last two years,
FamilyLife has been upgrading its database and internet
capabilities, including linking with Yahoo for our internet
store. Its about doing 10X the ministry in 10 years!

Our meeting was
about insuring that
global customers
can order from our
internet store and
get their products in
a timely way —
which means
overcoming some
issues of the past!
Yea! This VP just
came back from a
major Asian country
and he was so

FamilyLife Internet VP-Patrick Voelker
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excited about reaching out to that country and India (the
two largest emerging economies of the world!) His vision
to develop godly marriages and families in these countries
was “music to my ears” and a “joy to my heart!”

Just after lunch, two members of our Donor Department
came down to discuss our HomeBuilders “Print on
Demand” (POD) project that will be show-cased at an up-
coming major donor retreat! The POD project has
generated great enthusiasm! A full “POD” package with
PowerPoint, posters, and computer display will be shown to
donors. We are targeting this equipment for 17 countries
initially and | am so excited to see what God does! In
addition, earlier that day, one of our own FamilyLife staff
made a pledge that he and his wife would pay for the first
country POD unit ($2500)! Yea!

Next was a meeting with one of my staff to discuss the
Missionary Marriage and Family survey follow-up! We've
been invited to make a presentation about the survey
results and conclusions at the “Mental Health and
Mission’s” conference in November! This conference
involves representatives from many organizations and who
knows what God might do?!

Late in the afternoon, my boss, who is the FamilyLife
Executive VP,

Bill Eyster,

came down to

talk about his

desire to give

POD additional

“air time” at our

up-coming All

Staff meetings

and to a special

major donor at a

meeting on July

15th. He had

some great

ideas on how to present the project and even ideas to
expand it! It is so wonderful to have leaders that have a
great vision and experience to help guide you! ltis a
privilege to serve our Lord AND to work with such a great
team at FamilyLife!

(You may be wondering where Aileen was during this
awesome day! She was getting our home and yard ready
to receive our guests! She did a great job too!)

Well the “main course” (office time) of the day ended but
then came the dessert! Our new staff, the Bill Hunt family,
arrived at our home to stay with us until they find a house
to rent or buy! We just love this family and | can’t
remember when we laughed so much in one evening! We
talked and played games with their kids until almost 11 pm.

Breaking News: Daniel has been accepted for masters
studies in History at Queens University, Belfast, Ireland
beginning around September 15th. He resigned his
position at John Brown University a few weeks ago and
they have allowed him to continue to work through part of
this month. He'll be home with us for 5 weeks before flying
off to Ireland! Congratulations Daniel!

Breaking News: Aileen and | are off later this week to go
on our first cruise. It is with my two sisters and their
husbands on an Alaska cruise! They had invited us to go a
year ago but costs and lack of funds made it look
prohibitive. Thanks to booking late, income tax refunds,
and God’s goodness we are able to go! Yea!

Breaking News: James and Jenny have a contract on a
house in Columbia, SC where James is working. They will
move in at the end of July! They are so tired of temporary
living situations and we rejoice with and for them!

Breaking News: Sara is now the medical officer in charge
for the Middle East/North Africa area for their “company.”
She and Allen would value your prayers as they have
language learning still to do and Allen has major
responsibilities for finances, housing, and vehicles for the
“company.” And | thought Aileen and | were busy!

We pray you all had a blessed 4th of July weekend and
celebrated our freedoms as we did. Many signs point to
those who want to take away our freedoms. We all need to
pray for this election that God will do His will and we pray
that His will is for blessing rather than judgment!

We appreciate you so much!

Until Every Home is a Godly Home,

P.S. My quiet time was on Thomas Brooks’, Apples of
Gold where he writes: “...there was found in Abijah, when
he was young, that which was right and just, that which
was pleasing and profitable, and that which was matter of
joy and delight” to God. My prayer was, “Lord do | delight
you? Oh may | live rightly & delight your heart!” (See 1
Kings 14)

Did you know that you can download podcasts of
FamilyLife Today?




